
RECREATION COMMITTEE 

APRIL 12, 2022 

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Chairperson Jonathan Smith. Committee 

members present were Jonathan Smith, Barry VanHoozen, and Cory Kuhlman. Also present was 

Bridgette Kabat, City Administrator. 

CITIZEN’S CONCERNS 

None. 

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MONTH’S MINUTES 

There being no objections, the minutes of the February 8, 2022, meeting were approved 3-0. 

MCKINLEY WOODS PARK 

Mr. Smith stated that his intention with the park is to keep it passive, without athletic fields with 

a walking path, and minimal amenities. Joanne Elmore, 2292 Coe Court, has lived in the 

neighborhood since 1995 and was told by Dold Homes, when purchasing their home, that the 

woods would remain undeveloped. The land was supposed to remain an area for animals and that 

there is an abundance of wildlife that lives in the piece of land. Ms. Kabat explained the history 

of this parcel of land to the Committee members and concerned neighbors of the potential 

McKinley Woods Park. Mr. Smith wants the neighbors to be involved in the exploration process 

of this Park, so that they can find use for the land, while keeping it as natural as possible. 

Wanda Guy, 2306 Coe Court, stated that they paid extra when purchasing their home for a view 

of the woods and were told by Dold Homes that it would not be developed. The land was 

supposed to be designated scenic and remain in an undeveloped, natural state. Ms. Guy stated the 

Park would be an invasion of privacy to the nearby neighbors and that traffic would be an issue. 

Russell Mills, 2202 Coe Court, added that if the Park does happen, a traffic study should be done 

and he would not be surprised if a traffic light would not be needed at Coe Court and Fort Meigs 

Road. Mr. Mills does not want to see a parking lot in their backyards and the marginal value of 

the Park is not enough to him. 

Mr. Kuhlman stated that this is City owned property at this point and that they are elected by the 

entire City, so they have a duty to not just focus on specific neighborhoods, but how they can 

serve the entire community. Mr. Kuhlman added that he wants to see neighbors involved in the 

Steering Committee for this Park. Mr. Mills stated that they feel blindsided by this process and 

that as someone that would live close to this Park, he does not want to see it happen. Mr. Smith 

would like to hear from even more residents in the neighborhood. Ms. Kabat stated that there is 

no legal documentation stating that this Park would always remain undeveloped, as the neighbors 

were told when purchasing their properties in 1995.  

Mr. VanHoozen stated that when this land was donated, he had heard the word preservation, and 

that Parks can be Preservations. Ms. Guy wanted to know what is more secure for them, having it 

developed as a passive park, or risk leaving it and then the land gets developed into housing. Mr. 



Kuhlman believes it is best to use a City resource in a way that is agreeable. Mr. Kuhlman added 

that in the Planning and Zoning Committee, they will be looking at the Zoning categories and is 

open to exploring language to create natural parklands. Mr. Mills wanted to know if public 

engagement is built into the design process of the Park. Mr. Smith responded that there are two 

public meetings built into the process.  

Mr. Kuhlman stated that logistically speaking, they are on their third and final reading of the 

ARPA Funds for the upcoming City Council meeting. Mr. Smith added that these are 

ideas/goals, if passed, it does not mean that the funds must be spent on those specific items. Ms. 

Kabat can add Coe Court to the City’s internal Traffic Committee. Due to speeding down Coe 

Court, one neighbor suggested having some stop signs, so that there is at least a reason to slow 

down along Coe Court. Mr. Smith thanked everyone for coming out and said that they will keep 

them updated along the way. 

REPORT ON PRAC MEETING 

Mr. Smith stated that he got a lot of great feedback from the PRAC members. They talked about 

the possibility of trying to get a grant for a kickback wall in one of the Parks. Mr. Smith will 

forward the PRAC report to everyone. He is going to try to keep PRAC members updated on 

various projects as they are moving forward with those.  

SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAMS 

Ms. Kabat would like to have Mr. Brigode come in twice a year, at the start and end of the 

program, to give the Committee an overview. With RecDesk this year, Citizens are able to 

register and pay for Summer Recreation Programs all online. Ms. Kabat stated that RecDesk is 

very successful so far. They are hoping to soon launch booking and paying for rentals of the 

Schaller building and park shelter houses on RecDesk as well. Mr. Smith had a concerned citizen 

ask about an out-of-the-city for profit organization getting a field rental for free. He wanted to 

know if the City did anything different for for-profit versus non-profit organizations as far as 

field rentals go. Ms. Kabat answered that everything is the same for both and that it is not easy to 

define what non-profit is because many of those soccer organizations charge a fair amount of 

money and pay their staff. Mr. Smith likes the idea of them being more easily connected to the 

public, which can be done using things like RecDesk, and would like to see this expanded.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Smith noted that there have been complaints about the location of porta potties at Rotary 

Park recently and that they were not being tended to. Mr. Kuhlman stated there have been some 

issues with foul language and provocative music at Woodlands Park with those playing Frisbee 

golf. He wanted to know if they could put some signage up to remind everyone that they are in a 

family-friendly, neighborhood park.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 



 

       Jonathan Smith 

       Recreation Committee 

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 


